American Society of Transplant Surgeons

July 1, 2009

The Honorable Max Baucus
Chairman

Senate Finance Committee
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles @&ssl
Ranking Member

Senate Finance Committee
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Extending | mmunosuppressive Drug Coverage Under M edicare

Dear Chairman Baucus and Ranking Member Grassley:

The American Society of Transplant Surgeons (AST&)ests that you include
S. 565, the Comprehensive Immunosuppressive Drug Coveraga fayK
Transplant Patients Act of 2009, in the Senate Fin@aremittee’s health
reform package. Just this week, we learned that the H@assecluded this bill
in its draft Tri-Committee health reform legislatiahSection 1232. These
provisions will enable more end stage renal diseasenpate afford transplants
and reduce the likelihood of organ rejection among ttanspecipients. This,
in turn, will improve the quality of life of transplargcipients and have the
added benefit of saving the government money in the fonmioécessary re-
transplantation and unnecessary dialysis.

Organ transplant recipients must take immunosuppressive dailggor the
rest of their lives to reduce the likelihood of organaigs. Failure to take
these drugs is associated with occurrence of rejectiorost patients, which
may contribute directly to failure of the transplant @leath of the patient (or
return to dialysis in the case of kidney transplactpients).

Extending Medicare immunosuppressive drug coverage beyomdttent 36-
month limit would improve transplant outcomes, and enatire kidney
patients who lack private insurance to consider transyian. No one should
lose a transplant because of inability to pay fordihgs to maintain the
transplanted organ. Studies have shown that thersoiadligher quality of life
with a transplant, and recipients are more likelyetom to work than dialysis
patients.

The transplant community has long advocated for ESKRDeki recipients to
receive coverage of immunosuppressive drugs for the lifieeotransplant
through Medicare Part B. Recipients would pay the PareBium, and
Medicare would be extended beyond 36 months only for rextgieho lack
other health care coverage. All other health cardsh&® transplant recipients

American Transplant Congress ® May 1-5, 2010 ® San Diego, CA

Mational O'ffice

2461 South Clark Street
Suite G40

Arlingtom, VA 22202
Phone: 703 414-7870
Fax: 703 414-76574
astsidlasts. org

WWWLASEE. 0T

President

Fobert M. Merion, MD
University of Michigan
2922 Taubman Cenrer
1500 E. Medical Center D
Ann Arbor, M1 48109-5331
Phone: 734 936-7336

Fax: 734 763-3187

mericnbEumich.edu

President-Elect

Michael M. Abecassis, MD, MEA
Morthwestern Universioy
Division of Transplantation
675 M. St. Clair Street, 21 7-200
Chicago, IL 60611

Phone: 312 6950359

ax: 312 695-1817
mahecassinmh org

Secretary

Flim M. Olthotf, MD
niversity of Pennsylvania
Department of Surpery
3400 Spruce St - 2 Dulles
Philadelphia, PA 19104
Phone: 215 662-6136

Fax: 215 662-2244

I\'il‘l.'l -'llrl'l-'lf.";-@l.lr-l'lh LPEnn. e

Trcasurer

.i"-lill'l N Li.II'I:_'I'Ii.I"\-. l.:':.-"

University of Mebraska

983285 Mebraska Medical Center
Ormaha, ME 681 98- 3285

Phome: 402 559-58390

Fax: 402 559-3434

alangnas@unme. edu

Immediate Past President
John B Boberts, MD

]-'J.:wt P I:'i:.\]n.‘li:l.'lt

Goran B, Klintmalm, MDY, FRD

Councilors-at-Large

Fichard B. Freeman, Jr., MDD
Dixon B Kaufman, MD, PRD
Timothy L. Pruete, MDY

lames [0 Eason, MD

Charles M. Miller, MDD

Peter G. Srock, MDD, PRD

F. Mark Ghobrial, MD, FRD
Fobert 5 Higgins, MD, MSHA
Elizaketh 4. Pomfret, MDY, PRI

Executive Director
Katrina Crist, MBA
katrina.crist@asts.org



who are not Medicare aged or disabled would remain suioj¢lse current ESRD 36-month
coverage limit. Only immunosuppressive drugs would be coverdtid life of the transplant
under S. 565.

We thank you for your leadership in the Senate on heafhand Medicare reform. We hope to
work with you to ensure passage of S. 565 in the contekbfandmark legislation. Providing
extended coverage for immunosuppressive drugs is sound publig thaliovill reduce transplant
failures for patients who cannot afford them and havadtded benefit of saving Medicare

resources in the long term. Please give our requegb@ibpriate consideration as you develop
your final bill. Thank you.

Sincerely,

N Mt

Robert M. Merion, MD
President



