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Those who cannot remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it 













127 charter members 









Starzl inaugural 1975 

• The work we do has the fiber and the depth to justify the 
organization 

• My own bias is simple. I think that we exist mainly for the 
development and exchange of accurate information and 
informed opinion. 

• So far, the field of clinical transplantation has grown up in 
what might be termed a giant interdisciplinary matrix.  

• I now am confident that there also will be a real 
justification for cardiac and hepatic transplantation 
centers within five years from now.  
 
 
 
 



Starzl inaugural 1975 

• Nor should our organization become an instrument for the 
negotiation and establishment of financial matters, including 
professional fees. We conduct our affairs these days in a 
cynical social climate, leavened by occasional ennobling acts 
of which organ donation is a prototype. 

• The most degrading misconception reported to me has been 
that we are a lobbying group designed to influence the 
language and the intent of federal legislation and to affect 
the implementation of laws already enacted. Were this to be 
the purpose of our new society, my advice would be to go 
home now 
 
 



Mission cycle 

• “We are transplantation!” 

• Science and academics 

• Education 

• Conflict/competition with nephrologists 1975, 
ASTP (1982),  AST (1998). 

• Advocacy: NOTA, Social Security and 
medicare, HEW, HHS, CMS, HRSA 



Jerry Turcotte 1980  
 



4th president 1976:  Education committee 
education/training in crisis 



Simmons 1982:  Prescient description of 
the academic transplant surgeon 

Better research 
training 
Scientific studies 
Collaborative 
multicenter 
trials 
Influence NIH 
with regard to 
transplant 
research agenda 



Macdonald 88, Corry 87, 
Merkel 79 





Missed opportunity?:  engagement of 
the cardio-thoracic community 





Ronald Ferguson 1998  

• Engagement in organ donation  

• Intense conversation regarding ASTP 
relationship  

• Re-examination of original mission 

 



Joshua Miller 1998 

• Emotional polemic over the 
formation of the AST 

• Fears of being outnumbered 
and irrelevant 

• ASTS rapidly embraced its 
identity and emerged stronger 

• Paradoxically ushered in an era 
of collaboration and parity of 
influence  



Ron Busuttil 2000 

• Fostered the youth movement 

– Vanguard committee 

– Winter meeting 

• Allocation HHS 

• First joint meeting ATC  



Nancy Ascher 2001 





Shaked 2004: After the revolution! 



Matas 2007, Henry 2012 
 Advocacy/engagement 



Regulation!!! 



Roberts 2009 the media 



Merion 2010:  
Democracy and engagement 
Evidence and health policy  



Abecassis 2011: The luster controversy 



Kim Olthoff 2012:  
innovation and global reach 



Congratulations fellows, welcome to the ASTS 
community, a vibrant professional home 


